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gaping flaccid os into the vagina, and, together with the action
of the abdominal muscles and diaphragm, which is again
stimulated and sometimes aided by the weight of the foetus
and the umbilical cord outside the vagina, the membranes are
pushed out through the vulva. Seldom is the expulsion of the
fcetal membranes followed by haemorrhage. The contractions
of the vagina probably give little, if any, assistance in this
process.
With the mare, owing to the disseminated placenta and the
slight adherence of the placental villi, the separation of the
membranes takes place rapidly; indeed, the foal is not
infrequently born in the intact envelopes. In the latter case,
if the mare should chance to be tied in a stall, assistance may
be necessary to extract tbe foal from its membranes and
prevent asphyxia. But generally a few minutes elapse before
the afterbirth is detached. Retention of the placenta is
therefore exceedingly rare in the mare. When it does
occur it is very dangerous, and in attempting its removal
there is a great risk of haemorrhage.
With the cow, because of the multiple placenttilfe, the
number of which may be over a hundred, the adhesion
between the uterus and fcetal membranes is very intimate ;
while the small volume of the cotyledons offers but little
surface for the uterine contractions to act upon. So that
while it happens that the calf is never born in its intact
envelopes, it is also the case that the afterbirth is only slowly
and tardily extruded, two or more hours, or even days, being
required. Eetention of the placenta occurs frequently in
cows, and the envelopes often then require to be removed
artificially.
Multiparous animals get rid of the envelopes immediately
after, sometimes with each fcetus and without any difficulty.
Occasionally the last foetal membranes are retained. In multiple
birth in uniparous animals, the foetal membranes of the first
foetus may not be got rid of, if they are not in the way, until
the second foetus is born.
The bitch, cat, sow, cow, and even sometimes the mare,
devour the membranes as soon as they are expelled, if they
are not quickly removed from beyond their reach. This habit
does not usually appear to cause any inconvenience to the